
- r-

No. 23,516.' „ Wednesday. February 41976 Weather: Very cold Priee Hp 

Peter Bessell explains sex-claim man's 
'retainers' and tells Expressman Paul Hopkins'... 

PAUL HOPKINS 

4 

9 

Jeremy Thorpe' 

|y ' JohhAWardeh Michael Charleston 

| % J E R E M Y < ; ' i % resign" a* 
•i-' L ibera l l e ade f ryeS t i i - d l j ^ f -^Is. Chief- .whip;-
;.'; C y r i l Sinith,' th0iifi'Ht.: hc^'sll^b.l(I' do s o ^ M r . 
. Smi th .advised > i n i . " t ^ t a y ' . ^ e i ^ ; . • f 

'•• .After .tlioii- meeting-iit'-thc'iCdiT^^ 
•'"said : " M i . Thome m'add-.'I•i.'cioar.yto^i^ihiLl; il- i 
• advised him'.ut.any lime'Uiat~li^g\fgh^ 

Paul Hopkins OCEANSIDE Tuesday 

HUN A WAY Peter JJesseli, the 
former Liberal M.P., tonight 
expressed astonishment oyer a 
letter he once sent to Norman 
Scott, the hum who claimed he 
had a sexual relationship wijh 
Jeremy Thorpe. 

The' letter referred direcLly jo 
consultations Mr. Iiesscll had with 
the Liberal leader regarding 
allegations. • 

. 'Mr. Bessell ran away to start a new life 
two years ago and now lives in • Ocea'nside, 
a palmy Cal i forn iun village near San Diego.-

I flew here to .show liini copies'of the. Idlers •, 
lie wrote lo Scott, whose allegations have caused a 
furore. •". ' ' " ' , 

Mr, Besseli, 54, simUiiincd nnd looking fit, told' 
me : " I'm '• absolutely 
amazed that twiotc lhai 
reference to Mr.-Thorpe. 
I can't for.the life of mc 
remember'why I should 
have done it. ' . 

"Then- Is no nueslionvol 
my- 'making imymcnta to 
Scott because of nisThorjic 
nllesations. > -

" B u i I nssmne- l i e tn'usi 
have said something to rue 
which ,»monnlet i to n threat 
lo Mr. -Thorpe . Perhaps that 
i.* ivliv J mentioned Jl in ilie 
Irt t er.' 
. '• Jeremy' had' asked It' 1 
would dcnl.vv'lh ScoH's ehsc. 
/ ipparcnlly S c o l l wns-umKlna 
;ti: nuisance of himself mid 

kepi CHIII I IH on Mr—Thorpe; 
I met. hliii.' felt soisry for him 

and relt.he'liad not heen deali 
Willi properly.,b.v the National 
Insurance people." -
- T h e •• idler addressed lo 
Senl l on House of Common* 
nolepapcr and dritcd August 

- 27. i m s l a t e d : ••• l can 
_imderstaiid Vntir ferlinss and i 
.your' nnxtetlM and i - wlsi, 
• very inucli • Hint .vou would 
.believe thai I tun anxious to 
do nil In ruy slower :tc' help 

PICTUPr. BV AI*P.< ECNNtt 

H i i l l a world away from. Thorpe .row but s'tilr nt the centre of it—BesseJl yesterday 

Police 
hold £7m 
land 
deal man 

By Brian Cashinclla 

O N K of llic estate aneuW involved in the 

17 million l i e a u 1>»sIi „ laud . deal affair, 

:li£>-car-()ld Christopher Smith, has been, 

under arrest siiue Monday morn ing . 
He lun> been detained 

a(' f / o o l u m puttee *f:i-
(lon si rue early Motifl'i?. 
but the arres t u a * kept 
KCCTCI unt i l last nlghl." 

N I I i' li a r B i ' s a r r 
iriirniiirn.il v priidii i- ;in<t 
applications for police h.iil 
lt.i\r been rffn-.nl. 

Smitli. r-illii-r iif ' luii 
»niine children, m< , i l M * 
Su\>rx Urmluiuxc humr mi 
Mondjv morning nlien drlrr-
lives arriiril to plai-c him 
under arrrsli 

A« l i r . u i t t driven to thr/ 
police rUlimi.dMcvllvC', niadA 
w thorough sc.irih of llic/ 
farm. Tiiey'tonk mruv «.ome 

Christopher Smith 
numlir-r 

P o c k e t C a v t o o n -

Hy. Qshe'rt Luvcusttir.. 

" f'oor Mrsso l i t id ' i i terribly 
Hfiicr — she' mi i j ploughed 

in Pori iapTuJil iy . '" 

it«iirmieD'>iird. .nddliift.-: - " f 
™ 1 W '"""v-aiiilclv-iihouulhis^i 

.. me nil lp invrjDwei-
Miiintlers alonn. • 

do so. . 
• . " . t ' . l l 3 v e " n » l tlieTsH! 

T T i t e n L i o n ol glMlTrs; 
t h a t advice". I do not !: 

T i n y - o£- -. the -aUceattor i fUj . 
a g a i n s t l i i n i ' ; a r c true ." ' ^ 

T h e n Mr. S m i t h snul: " A s 
far :is 1 inn eoneorncd Uie \ . : 
mnlter is lliilshed. So long ns .-nii>tiiki 
Mr. Thorpe remains us a 1 , 1 .Ihc 
credible and honest man it is Jhe -on the 
not ncfHgsMn- lor the p i i r lv to ' .hope'.fur. ,fon 
lake any fin ihe'r neUon, ' : . l l , . , r i » l l e - f>r~ vjjuv ^ 

/ • If Mr, Thorpe ,lmd been 1 , uiv ,'ff 
Involved In "r>!aeitmnii_oi-_^in •• mildanee: 

Jail for poison 
blackmailers 
T w o Irishmen who tried lo 
hlnckmnll Cidburv-Scl iweuiKS 
for CSO.TIOO hv lli iTaieniiiB to 
unison tliclr' products were 
.tailed n l Blrmins l inur yester­
day for- 12 years. 

£3m hand-out 
Bi'i U S S E L S . Tue«.i! irs--Brii a in 
M i l e e l £3 6 mllllun and Haly 
C7-2"> million us the only two 
Common M.irket counlrles IO 
brneOi rrnm Uic first regional 
lOJ E i A n l i this year.' 

you. 
'•_ Mr. ; Besscll • reir-ivcd ' Ui 
eiroi'iFT7c hnd mnde V i olilaiiT 

"• Scott'' a losi•'• Nnllouai 

yielding lo blaekmnil or anO 
thlnE of that 'ehnrneter 1 
would", have advised h im to 
resign.'' •" • 

Tiie Parly Jpiider hud lold 
Mr.'..-. S m l t n - t h n f tnrmci-
Libcrnl • M.P. Mi-., peiei-
Bcssell. now in . CiilUornln. 
had made H slnLemcnt lo Mr. 
Thorpe's solicitor which had 
been deposited'with police. 

'Statement' 
T h a i wns aboin » week auo,. 

Mr. S in i lh iindcr>tood. T h e 
slaieniei i l contained a pur­
ported admission by Mr. 
Bewai l - tha i lie had bocn 
himliiK an ' nffulr v i l l i n 
wnnnin i \ i the l ime he was 
makinB .pavmenls lo Norman 
Scott-

T h i s W a s ' the man who 
.slated in a court in.-l-week 
that he had n " sexual iela-
t lonshlp" wll l i Mr, Thorpe— 
wdicli Cli'c-fjiiieral leader nt 
once denied us •"•wild allecu- . 
lions." 

When lold thai. M r . Bpsscll 
hud reporledly •denied uiakliiK 
anv siifh statement Mr. S m i t h • 

•iciimrkea : '.- I f Mr. Bcsscl l has 
denied i t i in j l M r . 'I1ioi-pc sa.vs ' 
In- has- a s lnle inenl . ihen 
rloarlv one o l them Is ic l l i i i s 
lies."' 

Mr. SuiH.1t had .'pen an 
liusipued IvpewrJt lrn copy or 
tiic cllejsr'd- Aisilemenl. 

Mr. S m i l h Mild he har la lMi 
raised with M r . T h o r p r yes le i -
daw the "rtne^lion ar a West 
Coimtry dnrlor who ts alleted 
to have arrunced to open a 

Page 2, Column 6 

a srctii 
fcrdlse thT-= 

^sted.^o 

1 liave .spukc.ii . . . 
l'luicpc iiiid "ilia ntm m 
picture rciKii'Uliia the prc'sencl 
pusliion.: 

• Mr. Bcssoll.-lodiiv repealed 
his insistence Hint • he li'ad 
made ' pay.mcius. .lo Scott— 
weekly m-£,10 '"retainers" 
between ;.111(11 and. lull!)—pliis 
more iinnii sums, because 
wus iteniilnely sorry, for.-'I he 
man and wanted lu hi-lp hiin 
—us I ' vouiU for iins" enn-
s i l l u r n l . " ' : •'. 

He added: " l l uns ccrialn.'y 
not n cover-up tor. Mr. Thorpe 
or anyone else..or bucnutc o f 
any threats Scott was muliini:.' 
I would have lliiown him.out 
on his ear' I f 'hc hud. '" . •-."..' 

B in he Inier-'udmlitcd .tiirit 
he l int lmi ide a n 1 " aide mom--' 
ohc ' ' l o a n old friend whn-had 
come, to California to .<eok a; 
statement rrotn him RlviiiR • 
reasons fur hliii makln; the' 

•pnymeilt lo Seol l . 
" I t - ' w,ts ; S i u g g c s i c d I h h t -

tlicre inlRlit be some fohn ol. 
action taken against Scott on 
blackmail cliarscs, 

"1 said thai subJccT lo'mj 
nndcrtaklnff Miat- [he icticr 
would never be .puhltclv ' dis-
iloscd and onlv nsrd in the 
event or Srnif being charsjed 
1 would provide, such a Id l er . 

" T h e ' I c t i c r makes l i quite 
clear lhat i Scott did nol 
obtain any money froifh IUC 
bv the use a l blackmail. But 

•ivlicn • Hie retainers were 
' I n . i l l r H-ilJidmisn he Hirea-

lened m e ' w i t h hlat-kmni:. 
Mr . .Bcssc l l sulci the black-

mall threat eonrefned tils 
aliened • n-ssoclatlon with his 
Kccrelnry, . - ' T l i a i allccation 
Was. absolutely untrue."1 

Xt's a peace 
deal at 

talks 
B y John Harrisorv 

A P E A C E deal 'to.solve the erlpjilinjr Chr.vslrr dispute 
,wsis worked outin Lpndqn Inst hiu,ht. And there was 

nifl'doDce'.- that;'when tha details were put to ihc 
*"' ^.t the Linwood',plant in Sedtland today, they 

tc to encl then: strike. 
T h e deal came after lun 

solid days or talk., i i e u c c n 
•Clis-y.slcr bosses and union 
chiefs. :" 
; Hopes of a -solution hud 
been . steadily 'm-oainK Inn 
tiifflil as union offlcliils hinted 
a l proftress, 
' .A l thoueh Ihe'pl . in Is bcin"-

jCiii secret until i l Is nut lo 
ntci i . i i - looks like a t-liuii>-
u by ihe l inn. 

p « 'ltiou't^n ahnl the 
rescued Tram . col-

. . „ „ s „ j & , l i i n u u r v wlii'ii ihe 
QoVW^fflasdfTered £ ! « mil-

iQu ^ K f i p ( K ^ I ' o , save 'I7.UD0 
lobs' - -waWirSiSSaskr i l lo pac 
Ihc tli»»ulJ;uSClSS&wflPk .to 50-
mnn .ai IOit«flfflfH , Jm l f'-

O n e - o f . U i ^ r M ^ k t b l i i i e 
hUicks was renrlib'&i^rwtiiiiln 

? , a ! , " > a i S S H c » 

T i i c l\vo sidi!^ W c i e iiroiiffl 
tottelher.at th."London h & 

up 
with all 
Ihe action 

. . T H E Winter Olympics start 
today. The explosion bt the 
ski-lumpers . . .Ihe sheer 
guls ol the downhlllers . . . 
Iht grace and "beauly ot the 
Ice rink . . . all Itie action 
will be oapluied by the 
bally Express. 

Chris Hlllon sets Ihe scene 
In Innsbruck on Page 15. 

Wh*n you're-watching on 
" Ihe lellf at home, you'll need 

your Express to-tell you Ihe 
things th* experts look (or— 

Make Ihe Express your 
Olympic choice—and be on 
a winner. 

niiaiteis ' -or thp Alhllrnt'mi 
and Coiieillatlo,,- a " ! v cc bv-
chalrmnn .Inn MoHjTncr. - ' 

T h e two >U|e< snenl , «n i 
ot - yesterday m separ", 
rooms win , M o r t i ^ V , ? ; . 
nip as cn-brtwecn.. ' 

Wall Street up -
N E W Y O R K , T u r s r l n v . - T h c 
Dow .loncs index 'n ine l ; n 
uomis' to. close at n7;T>r -n 

""'"'op.."'!"^ traded iin 
•wall - Slrcel- loday. 
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S E C t m E T H E - F U T U R E 

F O R A S L I T T L E — 

A S £ 5 A M O N T H 
A Caii.-itlii l . i l ' 9 T> S i n i ' S t c i u - i ty 

r i . - i i i innx Inmni • | >ro l c t I I on 
t ' n r y u i i i ' I ' n i i i i l y , p e a c e ol" m i n d I ' o r 
j u u - i i i j ' a l » w m o n t h l y on i I n v - , 

I ' n i - e x n i n p l ' ' , i f y o u ' i ' p 33, 
v o n c o u l t l /:••(. i m m r c l i a t c p r u i c c t i o j i . 
"f £ 1 5 * 5 9 2 Toi- Just tj a. mni i t . I i , ~ , 
v i l l i ciiiii' .ititfi-il c n s l i o r . -i lie mm- - . . 
p l u s IH H H I S L S - J"oi- y o i i i ' ni t i v i i n e i i I , , 
r i n - l l i i - i i i i u i e , I h e r e ' s I ' l , OOO i - x t i n 
c . i N h i " t l io e v e n t o f a c c i i l i n I ;,1 • . 
i l i . i i ( l l j t i i i u l p i - c m i i i m « a r c ' i . i t i i « l i d 
-l.uiijv p i ' i - J n d s ol" j l X n o s s . ' A i u l of*.. 
i n n ' i i . M - , y o u c o u l d f^ct s u l i s I n n I 

j i - I I i'l" t o miiko y o u r s a v i n g s 

i . 'y \ ' i i t !• ] i i ' i i l ' i t a b l e , 

. . ' I l l i f i i f ,jll>t- Ollr; r x r i m p l l l " I " I til". 

III".iin- priii:r.'(imin'il l . i I"'' a u m i n j i i M p j n n s 

i i l l ' i - i ' i i l I>> C i u i n e l n , l J i l"f! ' - nTli"'-"i- I ' l m i s  

i n n i i i i l - ^ . - I V I I I I T S , u i i i i. - I i u l . ' ' d ' „, 

' . • i ' l ivnaii i i f i i i l . ' T I M i i f i i i ' - i n - -

V h i i i e v e r y o u r nj:i- - oi: I n t e ^ - o s t , 
s e n d tt ie u i u p o u . f o r ' u J ' K o e . . 

iitia t V i ' y b r f o k ' l e t . N o s t h m p - . n c ' e d c d . 

I THE 

lie 
ASSURANCE COMPANY 

nsuUants to 500,000 people 
" . . . 

Tiic d i n . i i i n ' S ^ 
1 " 
I T o : 
, -vG Cl inr l r -^ .s,t'rr'o'ifi 
j V K K K I ' O S T , LOSno-J ,'•*!? 
I Vo Alnm], re t iHl l ' f r t , - v r J t > 

| l ' l«*>* lend irt, VIIKQ U L ot 

J Hl'/Hm/Hls!! , 

h « l . s r \ i i n i i . r , , . . . . . _ i . . . _ _ . ' '""S 

- • 1 

IIU"1IIPKS lilcs and -
or business I d l e r s . -

Vi--ilrril:i> l-nH]niitis. a l l e r x 
l i r r j k l n s t served friim Ihe 
puller cuiilct'n. Smi th was' 
taken from Ids i ell (o Ihc l l r s l 
floor ollli-e.for u seconi! .day 

.or i|Uci.tions ill tlic presenre 
of Ills lawyer. 
- l insl nielit lii>. • u-il'c., Jmly , 
was pci'uiilti'il. In v i s i t h im 
with fits M i l i y i l n r ' .ivlicu a. . ' 
M i ' o n i l hail, h i d \ \as-re,fcclcd. 

.Mo>t in tin- (lui'stioniiiE has 
been curried out by . crc.-r-
linircil rJclective S u p r r i n l c n i l - .. 
cut Laurie l i u l a v . head of 
West Sussev.'• (M.D.. a m i 
llefi'ctrvc' i Srr'ec.i.itl IJatirf 
ToniliiiMin nl' Hie S i i ^ M x . ' 
(,'iimmcrcial l lrani-h. 

'N Controversy 
'they have >pcnl tiic nas i 

I J nutiidis [imtiiti^ dre' m m -
plii-aiiiilir, n( llici-.lmid deal. 

I'hiri! was ,p|llllir i -mi- -
Iroversy when it 'was disclnsrd 
I hat a cnuipaliy led b y L o r d 
IE viler. ' chairman nf . the 
Niitiuuat l.'nlcriiri'.c Hoard, 
made a Wi5 million profit In 
only four niniitlis,' ',. 

I.urd I tydn ll icu' S ir l i n n 
l lydrr , ami i h a i r m a n of 111* 
Iteeil l i i l c rna l io i ia l irroup nf 
i-iithpa'uics — li c a d c il iha . 
'• nominee, company " of K c u l r 
fold i " l i ic land roup. • 

I ' l -airoM. l u l r mincd,b.\- I h r 
Iti-vrt |ii-n<.ion fund, tx iuchl 
Ihc .lil-l-ai-ri' I ' caulMisl i e s la le 
near { ; rawlcv. Sussex 

• I'our- i im i i l l iK ' l a i n ' , ' in 
.llai-cli-liii.-l, half the land was 
-iild In ( r a n I c y Counc i l for 
U7 mill inu. • • 

O n r H r the, psi.vlc accnt s 
vvlin hatirileil hnlli dra l s ITJH 
('hri'-toiilicr S m i l h . -• 
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