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Runaway Peter Bessell explams sex-clalm man’s
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Paul Hopkins OCEANSIDE Tuesday )
RUNAWAY Peter Bessell, the -
- former Liberal M.P., {onight
explebbed astonlbhment over a -
letter he once sent 10 Norman .
Scott the man who claimed he-
had a sexual 1elat10nsh1p w1}h

~Jeremy’ Thorpe.

ThL letier referc(l directly lu

conaultatmus‘ Mr.
the . Liberal .
allegatlonb.

Iche;

Bessell had wilh .
. regardmg

"M, Bessell ran dw W to star ta an lite

'two years

ago and now lives in Qceanside,

7 a palmy Californian village near San D1e;,o.

‘I flew here to show him LO[JIE% of Lhe letlers .
he wrote Lo Scott, whosc dllcgatlons have causcd a

111101(:. o
M1. Bcsaen

ereme s ‘Tl

Offer

"\ ,
TIIORPD“\nﬂeletI to 1esu,n a;;'

Liberal leader: vestelddy\l his Chief Whip,-
4

- Cyril Smith,thought. h
,Smlth advlsed i to’“‘tdy'

Afer .Lhcir mcutmg i

“ Mr, . Thorpe madd.

U cl do Qof_Mr

: dd.vlscd hllll_ Al any let_:

do all"In my uwc!' to help -
n_._,__.__: -

5-1 suntanned and lnoking, fit, told

me: I * absolutely
. amazed that I'wrole that .
reference to M. - Thorpe.
I can't for the lfe of me
remember why I should -
“have done it. ! .
“There Is no queslinn,m
my making payments to -
Scott because of his Thor.pc
Allegatlons,
“But T assume— he musl
have sald something, to me
which amownled to a threat.
10 Mr.-Thorpe. Perhiaps ihat
iz why I Jnonl.mned i dn the

etter,
hadl it

*Jor |:||i\' ‘ asked

©would deal with Seatl’s Shse,

Apparently Seoll was-making
Ca nuisance o Bimself aug
kept calling on  Me—Thorpe.
I mct hind, Ielt Soury for huy
and el he had nol been deall
with properly, b\' the Nalona) -
Insur; anee IJCDp [

The-" ‘letler addressed 1o
SL[)LL o’ House of Commons
nelepaner -angd dnLed August
- 27, 1969, slate "1 ran
undcrst‘md Wlm f(-vlmgs aml

-“'1.

P

. ‘ ) ' PICTURE ev M;H‘-S[NN[!
" Hulfa world away from Thorpe row but slﬂl .n lhg centre of it—Besscll yesterday

Police

and
deal man

By Brian Cashinella

ONE of the estale agents mml\ul in the
£7 million Beaubush land’, deal Hff.llr,
a¥year-old Christopher Smith, has

under sirrest since Monday murning..
lie has been detained :
al Horsham pelice sta-
tion sinece early Monday, -
but the arrest was kepl
secred until last night!’

Nae crharges are

imminently  prnging  aned
applications Ter police hail
lve heen refused.
Y oSmith,  Father  of - luw
young children. was ot his
Nusaex Farmiliouse hame  un
Menday morning when delree.
tives artived tg plave him
under arresty

Ax hie.uan dlriven to th
molice stalion, detectives mady
a thorough' scarch of ihg)

Cliristopher Smith

“pusiness liles and-d npumber
of business Icliers,.
\lslenl'wanmmhln. afler a

atm. They'took awav some

“vour’ anxtetles cand | 1 wish
Jvery mueh (hat vou  would -
helleve that L win ‘anklous to

you.

v

~Pocket Cartoon—
By, O hut L(ulr.tl.‘.l(_l
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“Poor Messalina's tervibly

o Y lmv'e not U

ERY I
uucn He-%

M. Bessell - relorred © Uy

~do '$0. -

wpact— she' was ploughed T

in Parhogrupll} ! "_

Jail ;'for poison

. ‘ . L
blackmailers
Two Irlshmen. who ‘tried to
Wackmnll Cadbury-Schweppes
for £80000 by threatening Lo,
poison thelr products were
Jailed at Bhrmingham: vester-,
dav for- 12 years.

!')' . s
£3m hand-out
B{tUSSELS. Tuesiay.—-Britam
will gel £36 milllon and aly
£725 million as the only iwn.
Comman Market counirics 1o
benpdlt Trom the first regionad

g'/‘] grants this year,

TiCaNlion oI g1
Lhat advice, 1 do noy "‘“

Then Mr. Smith sni
far as 1
matter is lakhed, So long as
Mr. o Thorpe remiing ns . a

credible and honest man it 1s

L'\ke mw furtheir aclion, ™
' - M, Thorpe h'ld bm'n
Inve h‘ed in “binckmail_ ovin
vielding 10 blnl.kmf\ll oz m
thing al
wonld ; have
resign.”

‘The part
Mr... Smilth- . thal fornner
Liberal - M.P. M.  Peter
Bessell, now  in . Calilornia,
vhad wrde a sialement to Mr,
Thorpe's soliellor which had
leen tlcpnsnerl \\'llh pollu. :

udvised hlm

woman ot the tme he was
making .payments 1o Novman

oil. - )

This 'was "the pan  who
cslated in o court lost: week
that he had a " sexual rela-
tionzhip " with Mr, Thyrpe—
wireh
nlnt'e denied as -
tons’

When told thal Mr. Besscll
hag reporledly ‘dénied milklbg
any 81
- remarke
dended it and My Thorpe saxs
he has oo slatement, Lhen
rlem-l\ ‘one oI Hmm Is tening
lies."

Mr. Smith’ hnd sl nnl
unsigned trpewrition cnp\ of
the nleprd- Sintement.

M Smith sadd he- harl alsn
raised with Mr, Thorpe yester-
day the question of A West
conntry dorlor whio {s alleged
to have arpanged la open 4

‘Page 2, Col’lliﬁ_n 6

- fm‘.

am  coneerned l.h('

nol neegssary for Lhe pacty’ lo -

that “eharaetor 17
{0 .

Jp.ldel' lmd Iu!d'

3 3 ) —us I would Tor . nm con--
: Stdtement . Sl}:lll‘héd 4 |

m ., ¢ qdded: ™ 1L was'certa ny.

Mr1 hg’n 'l]\b l:gﬁg}&lu&;-ek an)g BoL a cavers li‘u ior, Mr. Tharne

staiement contained a par- g‘nt“‘l‘]‘""é:ﬁqcs’fm‘t"“‘;"L““‘kcj of

worted  ndmission by Mr. | S making, ™

hc“unn el The” had  been -1 would have lirown l)im oul
having  an’ affagr with a2 his ear [Fhe had.!

payment o Sco

tiie - Liweral leader at-

wild allema- . NS Naken againsy,’ Seott on

h statement Mr. Smllh
: ¢ LMY, Bessell hns .

., alleped -Association with his

s a pee'_tx;é

l‘ﬂ'mls hé had Fiade 30 ohlanT
Scott’: o losl- Nalloua)
1~urnme eavd, addings- 1.

Ay n.\ich aheul this,
Ei‘r\

Call e oies r;m\h
\m'\uo:s 1quL

e L
f\. ieties=-; -
'\-‘,"tsﬁ ) 'arcfll.

Qrdlse thrs

in sulle afy 1|1
JWil ' aeckpt, fJ

.‘l.llidnl‘lt' : RN
Tl T -mnl,vn 'n T
Thogpe anded -illin bim "', URR
nletare re u'lllm. lht. |7|caum\
wosilion,”
. Mr. Bossoll. lu[l'l\' repeated
s insistenice . thai - he Ling |
m.\du'pn\'menla I.o Seolle-
weekly  £5-£10 " retainers”
belween T1U6T dnd. lUIU-—plus
mare lwmp sums, beeause L
wus genulnely sorry, ror 1the
man auel wanted Lo help i,

Buy he Ialor acimhu:d Ty
e hind mude an'*nide mem-?
oire " lo'an uld friend whe -lnc.
come. tpy Califoriiq to seck a
suitemeny fram - hing "ivin;:
reasons for him m‘lkln" I.hq

“ 1 was ‘.uggoswd lhnt-
Lherr might by some fofny of.

blackmait eharaes,

“1 said that ‘s\l'l}jlt'l w0 un
undertaking thats the letter
would never e publigly - dis-
closed and anly ysed In the
('von(. ol S0l being charged
1 would pravide such a lotter.

“The letler makes 11 qulle
ciear thal Seott dld . not
ottnln any money from: e
by the use of binckmnil, Bul
when - the -retalhers  were
Shinalle . withdrpwn he threa-
teneg me” with: blavkmn!l.

Mr. Bessell safd the black-
“mail  threab  consefned  his

secretary, S Thal allegntiun
Wis, nbsolutc! v unr.rue

o _'f{ By John Harrison
A PEACL deul Lo bolve Lhe erippling Chrysler mspuln'

B THE Winter Olympics star!

" loday. . The explosion of the
ski-jumpers .. - lhe sheer
quls ol the duwnh“lers [
the grace ‘and ‘beauly of the

(lce rink . . . all Ihe aclion
“will be oapluled by the

- Dally Express.

Cheris Hlllon sels the scene

in Innghruck on Page 15.
When you're.walching on

the telly at home, you'll need

your Express to-tell you the
things the experts look for—
Make he Express your
Olymple l:hol:e—and be on
a winner,’ ‘
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swas worked out,in London lust riight. And there was
s l.}.ﬂdenLc thzt when the delalls were pul to the
*.-\ i the Linwood’ plant’in Scotlund . today, they
Q\C to end. their strike..

1 vame .l(m
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lwn
Lielween
'lml unjen

[ ) ﬂ:mution had
‘wrowing oyt
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heen.

“breaklast  served  frum  the
" polee  cunleen, © Smith wass
, ! tiken fram his cell Lo (e first
T = tivor ollive Tor a ‘secand day
‘\; _of guestions in the nrc-cm' :
- “of Bbls I.nncr.

T T T T T e o Last night Chis - wife,, lml,\‘
witn  prrmilted, (o \mt Iim
wilh his \uln.ilul wlien
aeceond bail bid wasrejected.

- Minlor the questioning has
been  carricd  aul by, prex-
IE lil‘t,l:l‘ ‘Dretlective Nupl;rmlcml;_
cn Aurle I ¥ u..ul n
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